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came with a message from Mr.. Stewart. Mr. Stewart would
not be at the meeting, although except for the false rumor in
regard to his subscription to the Greeley fund, he should
have taken pleasure in being present. As General Grant
was to be elected, his attendance at the meeting might be
treated by the public as an attempt to curry favor with Gen*
eral Grant and the incoming Administration.

As I was passing to the hall, a paper was placed in my
hands by a person who gave no other means of recognizing his
presence. When I reached the hall and opened the paper,
I found that it was a summons to appear as defendant in an
action brought by a man named Galvin, who claimed damages
in the sum of $3,000,000. At the close of the meeting and
when the fact became known one gentleman said to me: " I
do not see how you could have spoken after such a summons."

I said in reply: " If the suit had been for $3,000 only, it
might have given me some uneasiness, as a recovery would
have involved payment. A judgment of $3,000,000 implies
impossibility of payment."

I had no knowledge of Galvin, but his letters of advice were
found on the files of the Treasury. Even after the suit, I
did not examine them for the purpose of forming an opinion
iof their value or want of value. Galvin alleged in his declar-
ation that he had furnished the financial policy that I had
adopted, that it had benefited the country to the amount
of $300,000,000 and more, and that a claim of $3,000,000 was
a moderate claim. Under the statute, the Department of
Justice assumed the defence. The case lingered, Galvin died,
and the case followed.

At the election of 1872, I voted at Groton in the morning,
and in the afternoon I went to New York, to find that General
Grant had been re-elected by a sufficient majority. On the
morning of the next day, I left the hotel with time for a call
upon General Dix, who had been elected Governor, and for a